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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

STATE:

Wisconsin

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
COUNTY;

Fond du Lac
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)
ENTRY number

DATE

NOV ^
1. NAME

■

C OMMON:

Octagon House
Congressmen to be notified; 
Sen. William Proxmire

AND/OR HISTORIC:

12. LOCATION '
Z3s

Sen. CiaylorcirA. Nelson 
Rep. William A. Steiger (6th Cong. Dist.

STREET AND NUMBER: ! "'■/

276 Linden Str&t
CITY OR TOWN:

Fond du Lac
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Wisconsin
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CLASSrFICATION X/7/TTT^y.X

COUNTY:

Fond du Lac 039
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CATEGORY

(Check One)

□ District |J| Building

□ Site Q Structure

I I Object

OWNERSHIP

QQ Public 
□ Private 
I I Both

Public Acquisition: 
r~l In Process 
I I Being Considered

____________________
STATUS

□ Occupied 
DO Unoccupied 
I I Preservation work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

□ Restricted

□ Unrestricted

QD No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 
I I Commercial 
r~l Educational 
I I Entertainment

I I Government 
I I Industrial 
□ Military 
I I Museum

□ Pork
□ Private Residence 
I I Religious

I I Scientific

I I Transportation 
^ Other (Specify)

Not currently 
in use

I I Comments

U OWNER OF PROPERTY

\

OWNER’S NAME:

State of Wisconsin, Dept, of Industry. Labor & Human Relations

[irtoCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

STREET AND NUMBER:

4802 Sheboygan Avenue
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Madison
STATE:

Wisconsin
CODE

._______________________________________
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Fond du Lac County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Fond du Lac
REPRESENTATION fN EXISTING SURVEYS

Wisconsin

______________________TITLE OF SURVEY:

Wisconsin Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings
DATE OF SURVEY: 1972 I I Federal XD State I I County □ Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

State Historical Society of Wisconsin
STREET AND NUMBER:

816 State Street
Cl TY OR TOWN:

STATE: CODE

Madison Wisconsin 55
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7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
□ Excellent ® Good □ Fair

(Check One)
I I Deteriorated □ Ruins I I Unexposed

(Check One)
ryi Altered I I Unaltered

(Check One)
□ Moved U Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A modest-sized I5 story octagonal hou5,e with hipped roojf and _feur large, 
gable-roofed dormers—one each facing north, south, east and west—and with 
a chimney rising through the apex of the roof, this structure was built, so 
far as is known, about 1856. There is a wing extending from the west side, 
containing the bathroom.and possibly a woodshed, and a single story porch 
around approximately the northeast.quarter of the house. The main portal 
and the front steps face northeast. Although the original appearance of the 
house can only be inferred, it seems that the addition of the wing and re­
placement of the front porch are the only alterations of any consequence, and 
the wing was apparently built with preservation of the house’s integrity of 
design in mind. At least Perrin so concludes, stating "...even the bathroom 
was provided as an addition to the house in order to keep the original con­
figuration intact.”

kTiile the exterior currently presents a somewhat run-down appearance, Perrin 
says of the fabric, "Its physical condition is excellent, reflecting good 
maintenance over the years and respect for the architectural integrity of its 
origin. The foundation walls are local limestone laid random ashlar and the 
outside walls above grade are grout as advocated by Fowler, furred and stuc­
coed rough cast on split wood lath on the outside and lathed and plastered 
on the inside. Interior partitions appear to be wood studs, lathed and 
plastered on both sides. Wood trim throughout is extremely simple but well 
joined and reminiscent of late Greek Revival with its crisp squared and 
bevelled profiles. Two bay windows and vestiges of the original front porch 
are somewhat more ornate with bracketting on the outside and curvaceously 
profiled moldings on the inside...

"An examination of the basement discloses that it was very soundly built and 
evidently never had any water problems such as leaking walls or rising grounc 
water. There is evidence that at the center of the octagon there was a ston< 
walled cistern adjoining the chimney...There are also indications that the 
house had a central heating plant, most probably a wood-burning furnace, 
right from the beginning. A very simple stairway adjoins, also at the cen­
ter, in characteristic Fowler fashion.

"Both first and second floor plans are remarkable with respect to the usual 
alterations and ’modernizations' usually encountered in buildings as old as 
this and situated near the core of an urban community...The house has one 
fireplace, closed off, and the ceilings are quite high especially on the 
second floor where they are about twelve feet, and the second floor dormers 
...are also so high above the floor that the windows can only be reached by 
ascending a small stair to a platform under each window. Vlhile this arrange­
ment detracts esthetically on the outside, it is extremely functional on the 
inside inasmuch as the bedroom doors are provided with transoms, thus 
allowing true cross ventilation at a sufficient height without causing drafts 
and still permitting complete privacy in each bedroom..."
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te. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I I Pre-Columbian I □ 16th Century CD 18th Century

□ 15th Century □ 17th Century ’ K] 19th Century

I I 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) c, 1856-'
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal
I I Prehistoric 
I I Historic 

r~l Agriculture 
JP Architecture 
□ Art 
n Commerce 
r~1 Communications 
I I Conservation

□ Education □ Political

□ Engineering □ Religion/Phi.

□ Industry losophy

r~l Invention Q Science

I 1 Londscope Q Sculpture

Architecture Q Sociol/Humon-
□ Literoture itorion

□ Military Q Theater

I I Music Q Transportation

I I Urban Planning 
I I Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Perrin states, "The house is an excellent specimen of the Octagon phase of 
American architecture during the mid-Victorian period - following much more 
closely the precepts of Orson Fowler than some of its more impressive 
Wisconsin contemporaries - although in a more naive, unsophisticated way,"

The fact that it does not contain all of the features which Fowler advoca­
ted is more than offset by the fact that the walls are built of grout, the 
material whose use he especially espoused.

Perrin sums up the significance by saying, "From the standpoint of archi­
tectural history this house is an excellent and eminently important 
specimen which under any circumstances should be restored and preserved - 
the restoration appearing to be a readily and comparatively economical feat 
to achieve..."



f»: MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPWCAt REFERENCeS _________________

Perrin, Richard W. E., Letter report of 22 January 1972 to the State Histori­
cal Society of Wisconsin on the Octagon House at Fond du Lac.

Perrin, Richard W. E., The Architecture of Wisconsin, The State Historical 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 0 1 m O t M

NE O f m O 1 tt

SE O 1 «f O 1 N

5W e • • O t »

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY; LCSS than 1.0

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds
N 43° 46 ’ 16 ’

Degrees Minutes Seconds

W 88° 26 ’ 54”
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NAME AND TI TLE:

Donnld N. Andprson. Asst. Director. Historic Sites & Markers Division
ORGANI ZATION

DATE

State Historical ^ocietv of Wisconsin June 14. 1972
STREET AND NUMBER:

816 State Street
CITY OR TOWN:

STATE CODE

Madison Wisconsin 55
12. STATE LIAtSON OFFICER CERTiFiCA I ION| NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is;

National □ State □ Lojal ^

Name
0.

State □ Lopl ^

'ilfUyikyx
James Morton Smith

Title Director, State Historical 
Society of Wisconsin

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology an^istoric Preservation

Date ^

ATTESf:

Date

Keeper of Thhjfiational Regis 
Date ^! ' i I
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EDITORIAL REVIEV^

KEEPER

Acknowledge
National Register write-up
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

name " ” ”

STATE

Wisconsin
COUNTY

Fond du Lac
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

■J^v 3 1972
COMMON: Octagofi Housc
AND/OR HISTORIC:

u STREET AND NUM BER:
276 Linden Street

p ;o>lCITY OR TOWN:
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STATE:

Wisconsin
CODE

Fond du Lac cv^ A
4/0DE

55 7039
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source:

U.S.G.S. 7.5' Quadrangle: Fond du Lac, Wis. -----
SCALE: 1:24000
date: 1955

3^ M EQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.





THE STATE HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY OP WISCONSIN
816 STATE STREET / MADISON, WISCONSIN 537 06 / JAMES MORTON SMITH, DIRECTOR

Office of the Director
October 6, 1972

Mr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20005

Dear Mr. Murtagh:

Sin?

We request that the attached nomination of the Octagon—J—^ 
House in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin be given priority handling.

The land on which the Octagon House stands was originally 
purchased by the State as the site for a much-needed new 
facility for the Wisconsin Department of Labor, Industry 
and Human Relations. Local opposition arose when the house 
was about to be demolished, however, and Governor Lucey 
halted the project so that the house could be nominated 
to the National Register.

Because the house cannot be moved without major loss of 
its structural integrity, the State is now in the position 
of having to sell the nominated property. This must be 
accomplished before another site for the new facility can 
be purchased, and time has become a critical factor. Having 
been informed of the State Preservation Review Board's 
final approval of this nomination, the Fond du Lac Redevelop­
ment Authority will Immediately proceed to determine the 
feasibility of Federal purchase of the property from the 
State for restoration and use by a Federal agency. Such 
purchase would of course require that the property first 
be listed in the National Register.

It is therefore very important to the Sthte that this 
property be added to the National Register as quickly as 
possible, and we will indeed appreciate anything you can 
do to expedite action on this nomination.

Sincerely,

James fforton Smith

JMSidp

cc: Mr. William J. West



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE KTTgrmaTH
Date Entered 3 1972

Name

Octagon House

Also Notified

Hon. Hilllam Proxmire 
Non. Gaylord Nelson 
Hon. Will lari A. Steiger

t
Director, Northeast Region

PHR NRowland :mni 11/7/72

Location

Fond da Lac 
Fond du L»s County

State Liaison Officer 
Mr. James Morton Smith 
Director
State Historical Soeiety of Hiacoasln 
816 State Street 
Madison, Wisconsin 53706



National Regester 
Washington, D.C.

Pond Du Lac, Wise. 
ligEast Arndt Street 

September 6,1974

Gentlemen;
I am writing this letter to inform you that we of the octagon 

house committe here are still in f\ill throtle, and have compiled a 
lot more information on the house i;han was known two year's ago.

We understand that their ig a few people in our town that would 
like this house removed from the regester, and we strongly urge that 
this is not done for we are tiying very h^d to be ablm to open this 
house to the public as a meuseum in conection you understand with 
the Bi-Centenial year comming.

If this ho\ise wotild stay on the National Regester it would be 
much more interest to the people fif the other states to come and look 
it up.

We are planning to return it to it's orignial state and to have 
part of the house directed at it*s orignal builder and his family of 
which we have much information and many of their personal iiem s.

We aslo know that this house was built in the summer of 1856 
and that it was the last house of octagon shape with grout wall's,as 
was set forth by the orignial designer of these houses A Mr. Orson Powler 

also have a architect’s report to the state historical socity saying 
that at all cost's the house should be preserved for cemuning generation's 
the house is in excelent physical condition and will not have to have 
a lot of money spent to restore it to it's rightfull place in our 
history.

Also when the crash of 1857 came it brought a end to this kind 
of hoxise construction and desigg, and it is the last house of it‘s kind 
built in Wisconsin in that era.

free
If their is any further information you would need please feel 

to contact me and I shallpersonaly see to it that you receive it.

Thank you and God^less

Leigh L. Lindow

My Address
Leigh's Clock Service 
119 East Atndt Street
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6^
NOTIFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION

I. STATE APPLICATION IDENTIFIER

SAI 75-132 t; ?. (Ueservt^djor iixv hu Stale central iufonnation rece/jtion

3. GRANTOR: o. Federal ogency

Department of the Interior
b. Organiiolionol unit

National Park Service
c. Adrrnnisfefing ofrite~(l) Name

Division of Grants
(2) Address— Street or P.O. Box

18th and C Streets NW.
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER: a. Code

55-74-00047-01

City State Zip Code
Washington D.C. 20240

b. Tiile

^ctagon House Acquisition
c. Purpose housB, an 1850’s concrete building, is significant as an example of the 
octagon phase of American architecture during the Mid-Victorian period. The 
house will be acquired by a resident of Fond du Lac.

Do No?
Ki \ 

Tlvis

5. GRANTEE: a. Name

Wisconsin Dr. Janies Smith. Director.State Historical Society of Wisconsin
b. Address — Street cr P.O. Box

816 State Street
City

6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable box) 
a. State b. Inter- c. County d. City

Jlad-ison_
Slate

Zip Code

Wiscon.sT n 53706

b. Inter­
state

^ n o n
e. School 

district f. Special 
unit

g. Community 
oction

7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 
Year Month Day

h. Sponsored 
organization

□
I. Other 

□
8. ACTION DATE 

Year Month
Day

24

9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 
Year Month Day

11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this action)

10. ENDING DATE 
Year Month

06.
Doy

23

o. New 
grant

b. Continuation c. Supplementol

grant ^ grant
(identify agency in item 16)

d. Change in existing grant

(1) Increose in durotion (2) Decrease in durotion

12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION

a. Federol-(l) basic (2) Supplemental

t 16.000
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM (if 7to7ie, clarify m item 16)

(3) Cancellation 

□
(4) lncrease($) 

□
(5) Decrease($) 

□
b. Stote

S 16.000*
c. Locol 
$

a. Program Number

15.904
14. AUTHORIZATION

d. Olher 
$

b. Supplemental Program Number

a. Federal Budget Accounts

b. Public Laws

c. U.S. Code

10-58-1040-0-1-405
Title

89 665
16 U.S.C. 470

Title

15. FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility e/rant actions only) 
o. City

Title

Fond du Lac
b. County

16. REMARKS
Fond du Lac

*Mrs. Marlene Hansen

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054

STANDARD FORA1 2hC
June 19/U Bureau of the 
Budget Circular A-98 
240-101



NOTJFICATION OF GRANT-IN-AID ACTION Do Nol 
Uk«

Thu
Spoce1. STATE APPLICATION IDENTIFIER

55-74-00042-00

2. (Reserved for use by State central information reception agency)

3. GRANTOR: o. Federal agency

Department of the Interior
b. OrganizQtionol unit

National Park Service
C. Administering office —(1) Name

Division of Grants
(2) Address —Street or P.O. Box

18th and C Streets
City State Zip Code

NltJ. Washineton D. C. 20240
4. FEDERAL AGENCY GRANT IDENTIFIER:

55-74-00042-00
o. Code b. Title

Octagon House Restoration

c. Purpose The Octagon House, constructed in 1854, is significant as the largest 
octagonal house remaining in the State. Work will include pointing and repair of 
exterior brick walls and the replacement of shutters.

5. GRANTEE:
WISCONSIN

o. Nome

b. Address —Street or P.O. Box City State Zip Code

816 State Street Madison Wisconsin 53706
6. GRANTEE TYPE (Check only the single most applicable box) 

o. State b. Inter- c. County d. City

xS
b. Inter- 

stote

□
e. School 

district
f. Special 

unit
g. Community 

action
h. Sponsored 

orgonizatior.

□
i. Other 

□
7. APPLICATION RECEIPT DATE 8. ACTION DATE 9. EFFECTIVE STARTING DATE 10. ENDING DATE

Year Month Day Year Month Day Yeor Month Day Year Month Day

75 1 8 75 2 19 75 2 19 78 2 18
11. TYPE OF ACTION (Check as many boxes as apply to this actiori)

d. Change in existing grantc. New 
grant

xB

b. Continuation c. Supplementoi
gront grant

(identify agency in item 16) (1) increase in (2) Decrease in
duration duration

(3) Concellotion 

□
(4) lncreose($) 

□
(5) Decrease!!) 

□
12. AMOUNT OF CONTRIBUTION

a. Federa!-(1) basic (2) Supplemental

$3,672
13. CATALOG OF FEDERAL DOMESTIC ASSISTANCE 

PROGRAM (if none^ clarify in item 16)

b. State

$3,673*
c. Local 
$

a. Program Number

15.904

d. ether

$
b. Supplemental Program Number

14. AUTHORIZATION

a. Federol Budget Accounts 10-58-1040-0-1-405
b. Public Laws Title

89
Sec.

665
Title Sec. Title

C. U S. Code 16 U.S.C. 470
15. FACILITY LOCATION: (For facility grant actions only)

Watertown b. County Jefferson

16. REMARKS

*Watertown Historical Society

Prepared by Ralph E. Thomas 523(139)-5054
STAr;L;..;;i; : c;..... 
June 1970 Bureau of the 
Budget Circular A-98 
240-101


